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SUBJECT: TURKISH REACTION TO DEA STATEMENTS 

1 . CITING INSTRUCTIONS FROM PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT, 

TURKISH COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS (CND) DELEGATE KAYA 
TOPERI MADE A FORMAL PROTEST TO ME AS U.S. CND REP REGARD- 
ING THE REMARKS OF DEA ADMINISTRATOR PETER BENSINGER BE- 
FORE THE COMMISSION ON FEBRUARY 14, 1978. ON FEBRUARY 23 
TOPERI PRESENTED ME WITH A COPY OF A FEBRUARY 14 UPI RE- 
LEASE REPORTING BENSINGER'S COMMENTS ABOUT TURKISH NATION- 
ALS INVOLVED IN HEROIN TRAFFICKING. TOPERI SAID THAT UPON 
READING THE UPI REPORT PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT HAD 
INSTRUCTED HIM TO ASK THAT HIS GOVERNMENT BE PROVIDED 
WITH THE EVIDENCE ON WHICH BENSINGER BASED HIS STATEMENTS 
LINKING AN IMPORTANT TURKISH NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING RING 

TO AMERICAN ORGANIZED CRIME FIGURES. ACCORDING TO 
TOPERI, ECEVIT HAD PERSONALLY ORDERED THAT STRONG 
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DEMARCHE ON THE DEA ISSUE BE MADE TO THE U.S. AMBASSADOR 
IN ANKARA. 

2. POINTING TO HIS GOVERNMENT'S SERIOUSNESS ABOUT SUP- 
PRESSING ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFICKING BY TURKS OR ANYONE ELSE, 

TOPERI OBSERVED THAT INSTEAD OF MALIGNING TURKEY, 

DEA SHOULD COOPERATE WITH AND SUPPORT TURKISH EFFORTS. 
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IF DEA HAS EVIDENCE ON WHICH TO BASE BENSINGER'S STATE- 
MENTS, TOPERI CONTINUED, IT SHOULD BE DISCUSSED WITH GOT 
OFFICIALS FOR CORRECTIVE ACTION, RATHER THAN BE USED FOR 
SENSATIONAL PUBLICITY. 

3. THE TURKISH DELEGATE SAID THAT HIS NEW GOVERNMENT 
WAS FULLY COMMITTED TO SUPPRESSING ILLICIT TRAFFIC WHILE 
AT THE SAME TIME REDUCING LICIT STRAW PRODUCTION TO 

HELP BALANCE WORLD SUPPLY AND DEMAND. TOPERI ADDED THAT 
AFTER YEARS OF WORKING TO CLEAR ITS INTERNATIONAL 
REPUTATION OF THE STIGMA OF THE "FRENCH CONNECTION," 
TURKEY DOES NOT WANT TO SEE ITS NAME SOILED BY WHAT HE 
DESCRIBED AS IRRESPONSIBLE STATEMENTS FROM DEA OR 
ANYONE ELSE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: I WOULD APPRECIATE DEA ADMINISTRA 
TOR BENSINGER CALLING UPON AMBASSADOR ESENBEL IN 
WASHINGTON, AND PROVIDING HIM WITH INFORMATION ON WHICH 
HE BASED THE STATEMENT IN QUESTION. I WOULD ALSO 
APPRECIATE HAVING THAT INFORMATION FOR TRANSMISSION TO 
TOPERI UPON MY RETURN TO WASHINGTON. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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